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points referred to during the ten days' adjournment of the
formal negotiations arranged in order to allow the Entente
an opportunity of participating in them.

The Christmas Day declaration was hailed in Germany
with conflicting emotions. To the parties of the Left
and Centre, who had supported the Peace Resolution
and who were suspicious of the sincerity of the Govern-
ment's adherence to its principles, Czernin's statement
came as a welcome relief and appeared to render their
doubts groundless. " The most democratic government
in the world (the Soviets) has given testimony that the
Central Powers' peace policy is entirely free from all
lust of conquest and all striving after violence ", wrote
Georg Bernhard. " These negotiations must be continued
without paying any attention to obstacles and in the spirit
of the pure love of peace." 1

But to the annexationists of the Right the statement
was little short of treachery. In acquiescing in it, Ktihlmann
had abandoned the right to dictate which the victory of
German arms had achieved, and had descended to the
level of mere negotiation on the basis of equality. The
editors of the jingo press fulminated in righteous anger
against so disgraceful a proceeding. " Never before have
we so completely given up diplomatically everything which
has been so dearly bought with the blood and lives of
hundreds of thousands, with the sweat of millions, with
the deprivation of our children, and with our own hunger ",
stormed the Tdgliche Rundschau;2 and another writer
pictured his readers dropping the morning newspapers on

channels " in this connection was to nullify the principle at issue. The
Central Powers " while they agree not to apply the right of the strongest
in territories occupied during the war, nevertheless do nothing for the
small nationalities in their own territories. The war cannot come to an
end without the restoration of independence to small nationalities "
(Pmv&a, December 26, 1917).

1  Vossische Zeitung, December 26,1917.

2  Tdgliche Rundschau, December 273 1917.